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“Preaching and the Arts” by Dr. Paul Scott Wilson

Sophia Choi (M.Div. 2023, Ph.D. 2026)
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In an address on April 28, 2025 titled “Preaching
and the Arts”, Dr. Paul Scott Wilson conveyed the
message that preaching and the arts should be
thought to have a closer relationship than commonly
thought. Preaching, according to Dr. Wilson, is

not just helped by the arts, but it constitutes an

art form, While the success of asermonis largely
dependent on the Holy Spirit rather than on the
sermon’s creator. Dr. Wilson held that ministers

have to be as gifted and creative as possible in their
delivery. According to him, itis the duty of those
called by God.
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According to Dr. Wilson, art can be described as a purposeful
and skilled creation that makes use of imagination and beauty
within any form of human creativity. This was a common thread
in Christian preaching; his use of storytelling was a reflection of
this. The scriptures portray God as the all-powerful creator who,
inthe Old Testament, is described as a master craftsman, both

a builder and a potter, and as a poet. True art is the work that
raises man's consciousness of God and causes him to be drawn
towards Him. It is an approach to God through creation. Sermons,
whether formal or informal, are among the most universally
practiced forms of art. In this sense, they may be ranked with
music, painting, and architecture. This is not just something
added on to the public meeting for worship, but rather an integral
part of the worship itself, where the imagination and the word join
together.

In the past, Protestants opposed art because their values put
reason and their doctrine above the senses, and because they
had a precedent for smashing images in earlier history. Notably,
he pointed out that the Bible contains several passages that
are favorable to artistic creation, including the craftsmanship

of the tabernacle, the poetic language used in the Psalms, and
the parables of Jesus. Dr. Wilson stated that preachers should
consider imagination a useful tool in the search for the truth,
rather than as something which is in opposition to it.

Inthe course of the address, it was urged that the demands of
art are met by preaching, alike in respect of skill, of imagination,
and of beauty. The preaching of the gospel, Dr. Wilson said,
involves the traditional arts. Artistic preaching requires various
artistic skills, including literary skills such as how one selects and
interprets the Bible, sculptural skills in the crafting of character
and personality, skills in music that affect the pitch and tone of
the voice, architectural skills in building the composition of the
sermon, and visual skills which help form mental pictures. In fact,
imagination is a key that opens the Bible to readers, bringing

its stories to life and encouraging them to think again about its
message.

Dr. Wilson's lecture made a notable contribution in theology
through polar imagination. One area where this was notably
apparent is how the law and gospel are at work in a sermon. The
contrast between salvation given by God and man’s urgent need
generates faith and hope. This is the essence of the gospel. One
commonly used pattern in the building of sermons is trouble in

20

the biblical text; trouble in our world; grace in the biblical text; and
grace in our world. By focusing on God and His work in four key
areas, preachers can ensure their message is not just lecturing,
but genuinely good news for their hearers. Its origin lies in
theology.

Artistry in proclamation is the highest form of preaching art,

said Dr. Wilson, as it involves the pastor daring to speak in the
present tense of God's promises, which are authorized by Christ.
Through its proclamation, preaching becomes a sacramental
event. Christ's message brings the people forgiveness, new life,
and grace in the preaching itself.

As aninterpreter and member of the audience, | paid close
attention to his words and messages. According to Dr. Wilson,
the sermon highlighted the artistic side of preaching, which
involves conveying meaning through not only the message but
also through the associated emotional impact and a presentation
both imaginative and beautiful. This experience has made me
rethink preaching, not just as Bible exposition but as something
more: creation, and joining God in His creative process of
communication. The lecture has shown me the importance of
incorporating intellect, emotions, creativity, and the senses into
preaching. In a sermon considered a fine art, God addresses
His people, and Christ speaks in their assembly, imparting His
teachings while also displaying grace to those who hear Him.
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